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WHAT IS THE 24-MONTH STEM OPT EXTENSION?
Final 24 month STEM OPT May 10, 2016

8 CFR 214.2 (f)(10)(ii)(c) 24-month extension of post-completion OPT for a (STEM) degree 
science, technology, engineering, or mathematics STEM degree Consistent with paragraph 
(f)(11)(i)(C) of this section, a qualified student may apply for an extension of OPT while in a valid 
period of post-completion OPT authorized under 8 CFR 274a.12(c)(3)(i)(B). An extension will be 
for 24 months for the first qualifying degree for which the student has completed all course 
requirements (excluding thesis or equivalent), including any qualifying degree as part of a dual 
degree program, subject to the requirement in paragraph (f)(10)(ii)(C)(3) of this section that 
previously obtained degrees must have been conferred. If a student completes all such course 
requirements for another qualifying degree at a higher degree level than the first, the student may 
apply for a second 24- month extension of OPT while in a valid period of post-completion OPT 
authorized under 8 CFR 274a.12(c)(3)(i)(B). In no event may a student be authorized for more than 
two lifetime STEM OPT extensions.



IN REAL LIFE
LANGUAGE…
STEM OPT IS

An additional
24 months of OPT
to work in the
United States



Comparing OPT and STEM OPT
OPT STEM OPT

12 months 24 months

$410 USD to apply $410 USD to apply

90 days of unemployment 60 days of unemployment
+ any of the 90 days unused from OPT

Can be self-employed or do freelance work CANNOT be self-employed or do freelance work

Do not need to have an employer to apply for OPT MUST have an E-Verify employer to be eligible to 
apply for STEM OPT (or a job offer)

You can choose the start date of your OPT period within 
60 days of your graduation date

Your start and end dates are determined by your OPT 
end date

Employment can be paid or unpaid Employment MUST be paid



STEM OPT ELIGIBILITY
• Have been granted OPT and currently be in a valid period of post-completion OPT

• Cannot have accumulated more than 90 days of unemployment during the current post-
completion OPT authorization.

• Most recently earned degree must be a bachelor’s or master’s degree in a field that is 
currently on the DHS STEM-designated degree programs list

• OR for eligibility based on a previous STEM degree, the degree must be earned within the 
last 10 years at an accredited institution in the U.S.

• Must be employed/have a job offer from an employer registered in the DHS E-Verify 
Program; STEM OPT extension restricts work to E-Verify employers only.

• STEM OPT employment must be directly related to your RISD major field of study or the STEM 
degree in which you qualify for the extension.

https://www.ice.gov/sites/default/files/documents/Document/2016/stem-list.pdf
http://www.uscis.gov/e-verify


STEM OPT ELIGIBILITY

• Employment must be full-time (more than 20 hours/week).

• Employment must be PAID

• Be able to complete the Form I-983 Training Plan with your employer (all employers, if you 
have multiple).

• CANNOT participate in self-employment, freelance, or volunteer work during your STEM OPT 
Extension.

• Have not previously received two STEM OPT extensions

• Have not yet received an extension under the qualifying STEM degree.



WHAT COUNTS
AS EMPLOYMENT 
DURING STEM OPT?

• Paid, full-time employment for an employer (can 
have multiple) where there is a bona fide employer-
employee relationship.

• All employers must be registered with E-Verify.

• Employment must be in a position directly related to 
the STEM degree on which the STEM OPT Extension is 
based.

• All employment must be more than 20 hours per week 
on average.

• All employment must be paid.

• Must be commensurate with those of similarly situated 
U.S. workers in duties, hours, and compensation.

SELF-EMPLOYMENT and FREELANCING are
NOT allowed on STEM OPT.Visit USCIS, Study in the States, or contact 

issa@risd.edu for more information. 

https://www.uscis.gov/working-in-the-united-states/students-and-exchange-visitors/optional-practical-training-extension-for-stem-students-stem-opt
https://studyinthestates.dhs.gov/stem-opt-hub/students-determining-stem-opt-extension-eligibility
mailto:issa@risd.edu


You CANNOT be SELF-EMPLOYED or 
FREELANCE during STEM OPT

under ANY circumstance.

There MUST be a bona fide employer-employee relationship.



E-Verify is a web-based system administered by the Social Security Administration and USCIS. 
It allows employers to confirm the eligibility of their employees to work in the U.S. Any 
employer that wants to hire a student on the STEM OPT Extension must be enrolled and in 
good standing with E-Verify. 

Please visit the E-Verify website for more information.

E-Verify Employers Section
E-Verify Webinar Calendar
E-Verify Videos

What is E-Verify?

https://www.e-verify.gov/
https://www.e-verify.gov/employers
https://www.e-verify.gov/about-e-verify/e-verify-webinars
https://www.e-verify.gov/about-e-verify/e-verify-videos


STEM OPT APPLICATION TIMELINE

*You MUST submit your STEM OPT I-20 
request

to RISD ISSA no later than 14 business days
before your OPT end date.



STEM OPT
APPLICATION

PROCESS

1. Complete required STEM OPT Canvas course and quiz

2. Request STEM OPT I-20 from RISD ISSA through the STEM 
OPT I-20 Request Form and Checklist

3. Gather supporting documents needed for STEM OPT 
application

4. Receive STEM OPT I-20 from RISD ISSA by email

5. Submit complete STEM OPT application with STEM OPT 
I-20 to USCIS

6. Wait for USCIS to adjudicate STEM OPT application

https://risdedu.instructure.com/courses/7245


The STEM OPT application requires you to collect and prepare certain
documents before submitting your STEM OPT I-20 request to ISSA through the STEM OPT I-20 
Request Form and Checklist.

STEM OPT I-20 Request Form & Checklist

1. I-765 Online Draft**

2. Completed I-983 Training Plan

3. Screenshot of STEM OPT quiz results page

4. Scan of Previous EAD

5. Scan of valid passport biographical page

6. Scan of most recent F-1 Student Visa

7. Scan of most recent I-94 document

Request STEM OPT I-20 from RISD ISSA

**DO NOT CLICK “PAY AND SUBMIT” IN THE ONLINE I-765 APPLICATION**

Visit oiss.risd.edu for more information

https://www.oiss.risd.edu/forms-work-authorization
https://www.oiss.risd.edu/24-month-stem-opt-extension-1


Online Application

- Go to: https://myaccount.uscis.gov/

- Create an account. If you already have one from a 
previous application, use those credentials to log in.

- Fill In I-765 prompts until you reach “Your Application 
Summary” page and then download draft I-765**

Filling I-765 Application – Online

**DO NOT CLICK “PAY AND SUBMIT” IN THE
ONLINE I-765 APPLICATION



Gather the rest of the documents needed for 
STEM OPT Application

Visit oiss.risd.edu for more information

Online Application

1. Scan of official U.S. passport photograph

2. $410 filing fee – Credit card/bank 
payment from a U.S. bank account

3. Transcript with degree awarded 
(available through the RISD Registrar)

4. Copy of diploma (8 ½ x 11, black and 
white)

https://www.oiss.risd.edu/24-month-stem-opt-extension-1
https://risdregistrar.wordpress.com/alumni/transcripts/


Receive STEM OPT I-20 from RISD ISSA
• Once eligibility is determined, an ISSA advisor will issue a new I-20 Form with the STEM OPT 

Extension recommendation on page 2.
• It may take our office 2-3 weeks to process your I-20 request (includes time for any edits 

that need to be made by the student/employer).

• ISSA will email your:
1. STEM OPT I-20
2. CIP code change letter
3. Any edits you may need to make to your I-765 before you submit to USCIS

• You must print & sign the STEM OPT I-20 with blue ink & make a copy/scan of pages 1 & 2.

• You MUST include your signed STEM OPT I-20 form with your STEM Extension application. Your 
application will be rejected without your STEM OPT I-20!

Visit oiss.risd.edu for more information

https://www.oiss.risd.edu/24-month-stem-opt-extension-1


Online I-765 Application

Submit STEM OPT application to USCIS

1. Scan of Form I-20 signed in BLUE INK with STEM OPT Extension 
recommendation (pages 1 and 2)

2. CIP Code Change Letter (provided by ISSA with STEM OPT I-20)
3. Copy of valid passport ID page(s)
4. Copy of current F-1 Visa
5. Copy of most recent I-94 record 
6. Copy of any previous Employment Authorization Documents (EAD cards), 

front and back
7. Copy STEM degree certificate (diploma), (8 ½ x 11, black and white). 
8. Transcript with level and program of study. Available through the RISD 

Registrar.
9. Scan of official U.S. passport photograph
10. $410 filing fee – Credit card/bank payment from a U.S. bank

*The I-983 is not submitted to USCIS with the STEM OPT application.

https://i94.cbp.dhs.gov/
https://risdregistrar.wordpress.com/alumni/transcripts/


Submit STEM OPT application to USCIS

• Your STEM OPT application must be received by USCIS within 60 days of the issue date on 
your STEM OPT Extension I-20 but no later than the expiration of your current post-completion 
OPT period as noted on your EAD.

• DO NOT SUBMIT YOUR STEM OPT APPLICATION WITHOUT THE NEW “STEM OPT 
REQUESTED” I-20 FROM YOUR ISSA ADVISOR. YOUR APPLICATION WILL BE REJECTED 
WITHOUT THIS I-20!

Visit oiss.risd.edu for more information

https://www.oiss.risd.edu/24-month-stem-opt-extension-1


Wait for USCIS to adjudicate STEM OPT 
application
• It can take USCIS an average of 3-5 months to process a STEM OPT application.

According to USCIS:

“If you file your STEM OPT extension application on time and your OPT period expires while your 
extension application is pending, we will automatically extend your employment authorization for 
180 days. This automatic 180-day extension ceases once USCIS adjudicates your STEM OPT 
extension application.”

Visit oiss.risd.edu for more information

https://www.uscis.gov/working-in-the-united-states/students-and-exchange-visitors/optional-practical-training-extension-for-stem-students-stem-opt
https://www.oiss.risd.edu/24-month-stem-opt-extension-1


I-983 Training Plan
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I-983 Training Plan



STEM OPT
Reporting Requirements

One-Pager

from Study in the States

https://studyinthestates.dhs.gov/assets/sevpstemoptreportingrequirementsfinal.pdf


STEM OPT Reporting Requirements
• Report changes in employment or personal information

within 10 days

• 6-Month [Data] Validation Report 

• Annual Self-Evaluation (12-month and 24-month)

• Material Changes to I-983 Training Plan

*SEVP Portal users will receive a reminder via email 30 days 
before any validation report or self-evaluation is due. 

https://studyinthestates.dhs.gov/sevis-help-hub/student-records/fm-student-employment/sevis-and-the-sevp-portal/sevp-portal-email


Unemployment During STEM OPT
• Students who are granted a 24-month STEM OPT extension are allowed an additional 60 days 

of unemployment beyond the initial post-completion OPT limit. Any unemployment days that 
have not been used during your post-completion OPT period will be added to your STEM OPT 
period.
• Example:

40 days of allowed unemployment (remaining from post-completion OPT period)
+  60 days of allowed unemployment (with STEM OPT approval)
= 100 days total of allowed unemployment during STEM OPT

• STEM OPT students must report the termination of their practical training experience within 10 
days of the event.

• Accumulating more than 150 days of unemployment during your 36-months of work 
authorization (OPT + STEM OPT) is a violation of your immigration status that could result in 
automatic termination of your practical training. – you must leave the U.S. immediately.



Travel During STEM OPT
• Travel while on STEM OPT Extension is not restricted. During the 24-month extension, you must 

carry the following documents when returning to the U.S.:
1. STEM OPT Employment Authorization (EAD) card
2. STEM OPT Form I-20 with a valid travel signature (valid for 6 months)
3. Valid passport
4. Valid F-1 visa in passport (issued by U.S. Consulate abroad)

- Canadians will not have a visa in their passport
5. Letter from your E-Verify employer confirming your STEM OPT employment

• If you are missing any one of these documents, you risk being denied entry to the U.S. If your 
current OPT EAD is expired and you do not yet have the STEM OPT Extension 
EAD, ISSA recommends against travel outside of the U.S. 



There is information on the ISSA website “For employers” to help them understand the process.

Other Resources:

Study in the States STEM OPT Hub for Employers

E-Verify Employers Section - The E-Verify system is a free, web-based system that allows 
enrolled employers to confirm the eligibility of their employees to work in the United States.

E-Verify Webinar Calendar and E-Verify Videos

What Do I Tell My Employer About STEM OPT?

https://www.oiss.risd.edu/for-employers
https://studyinthestates.dhs.gov/stem-opt-hub/for-employers/employers-and-the-form-i-983
https://www.e-verify.gov/employers
https://www.e-verify.gov/about-e-verify/e-verify-webinars
https://www.e-verify.gov/about-e-verify/e-verify-videos


Self-employment/Freelance Documentation?…
Self-employment and freelance work is NOT allowed during STEM OPT. You must be working 
for an E-Verify Employer

What happens if my passport expires while on STEM OPT?…
If your passport expires while on STEM OPT, you must apply for a new one in your home 
country or your country’s embassy within the United States.

What happens if my F-1 visa expires while on STEM OPT?…
You may remain in the U.S. with an expired F-1 visa as long as your EAD card and I-20 are 
valid. HOWEVER! If you plan on traveling internationally and your visa has expired, you must 
plan ahead to apply for a new F-1 visa while abroad. 

Other Questions



RESOURCES

RISD ISSA Website - STEM OPT Page

Study in the States - STEM OPT Hub
Section for Students and for Employers

Study in the States STEM OPT FAQs

USCIS.gov - Optional Practical Training 
Extension for STEM Students (STEM 
OPT)

E-Verify.gov

Email us at issa@risd.edu!

https://www.oiss.risd.edu/24-month-stem-opt-extension-1
https://studyinthestates.dhs.gov/stem-opt-hub
https://studyinthestates.dhs.gov/stem-opt-hub/stem-opt-frequently-asked-questions
https://www.uscis.gov/working-in-the-united-states/students-and-exchange-visitors/optional-practical-training-extension-for-stem-students-stem-opt
https://www.e-verify.gov/
mailto:issa@risd.edu

