




MONKEYPOX IS A SEXUALLY
TRANSMITTED INFECTION

(STI/STD)

F A C T

Monkeypox is not an STI/STD, but it can be
transmitted during sex and sexual interactions
due to the skin-to-skin, face-to-face and close
contact that occurs during sexual activity. 

Scientists are still studying the virus to learn if
it can be spread through semen, vaginal fluids,
urine or feces. 

If you or one of your sexual partners has
monkeypox, refraining from in-person sexual
activity is one important step in limiting your
chances of spreading the virus. 

M Y T H  



MONKEYPOX CAN ONLY BE
TRANSMITTED SEXUALLY IF YOU

ARE GAY OR QUEER

F A C T

Monkeypox can spread to anyone through
close, personal, often skin-to-skin contact.
Another way it can be spread is through
contact with another person's respiratory
secretions (saliva, mucus, coughing,
sneezing, etc.). 

If you have skin and have monkeypox you
can transmit monkeypox to others.  

Anyone of any gender and sexual
orientation can transmit monkeypox to
anyone else during any form of close,
personal contact. 

M Y T H  



ONLY CERTAIN PEOPLE CAN GET
MONKEYPOX

M Y T H  

F A C T

Anyone can get monkeypox if they have
close, personal contact with someone who
has monkeypox. 

While the cases of monkeypox in the United
States have been more present in specific
communities, that is a correlation not a
causation. Similarly, no one group of people
of specific national origins or ethnic
backgrounds is more prone to contract or
transmit monkeypox. 



 MONKEYPOX IS A NEW VIRUS 

F A C T

Monkeypox was first discovered in 1958
with two outbreaks of pox-like disease in
monkeys. The first human case of
monkeypox was in 1970. 

Monkeypox virus is part of the same family
of viruses as the smallpox virus, the
orthopox family. Monkeypox symptoms
are similar to smallpox symptoms, but
milder, and monkeypox is rarely fatal.
Monkeypox is not related to chickenpox.

M Y T H  



 MONKEYPOX IS FATAL

F A C T

The monkeypox infection present in this
outbreak is rarely fatal. 

Over 99% of people who get this form of the
disease are likely to survive.

People who are immunocompromised, have
a history of eczema, are younger than eight,
or are pregnant may be at risk for a more
severe infection and should consult their
medical providers. 

While not fatal in most cases, a monkeypox
infection can be extremely painful. 

M Y T H  



Submit them here and we will
provide you with answers. 

W H A T  O T H E R
Q U E S T I O N S

D O  Y O U  H A V E
A B O U T

M O N K E Y P O X ?   
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